72         To the Countess of Upper Ossory     [mi

part of the mother, because, as she said, Mrs. Crawfurd*
had refused it.   Mr. Harris begged me to write to Miss
Young.   I did; and to turn aside what I guessed to bo tho
real motive of the refusal, I told her I would not suapoot
that Mrs. Grawfurd declined the part from preferring that of
the daughter, because Mrs. Orawfurd must know the world
too well not to be aware, that when a gentlewoman of middla
age appears in a very juvenile part, it does but make that
middle age more apparent. There was so much sugar atrowod
over this indirect truth, that even there I have sucoeodod too,
and Miss Young has complied,   I am to attend rehearsal**,
and give advice on scenes, dresses, &c,, and so muttt be
frequently in town.   In short, my uncle never nagotktcul
with more abilities.    Pray, Madam, respect my various
talents.   I have lately acted as a Justice of Peaee; am to
sit as chancellor in a court of equity on my nophaw's
dispute with Mozzi; and have now been plenipotentiary to
the sovereign of a theatre I   What pity that I should have
cut my abilities so late 1   Well I thus I unwrinkl* my old
age with whatever pastime presents itself, instead of growing
ill-humoured or covetous, the resources of longtvity*

Your Ladyship, however, seems to think that 1 have a
good deal of wrongheadedness in my composition. I
I have not that verbal patriotism which bids onct say on<*
wishes what one does not wish* I confess I do wish twttor
to the Americans than to the Scotch, because the eauso of
the former is more just. The English in America are as
much my countrymen as those born in the parish of
St. Martin-in-the-Fields; and, when my countryman quarrel,
I think I am free to wish better to the sufferers than to the
aggressors. I do look on Lord Oornwallis as 4 rerwgaita.
He was one of five who protested against the Stamp Aoi
He therefore had no principles then, or has none now; snd
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